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The Economist

If every one of the WTO =«
members were to strike a free-
trade deal with every other, the
world would be criss-crossed by

11,026 bilateral deals




The Spaghetti Bowl Effect
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Pharmaceutical companies spent US $759 million to
influence 1,400 congressional bills between 1998
and 2004; the pharmaceutical industry ranks top

in terms of lobbying money and the number of
lobbyists employed (3,000). Their success

reflects their investment...the US government
has made their interest paramount in
international trade negotiations, and under the
new Medicare drug benefit the government is
proscribed from bargaining for lower prices — a
provision worth billions of dollars just by itself.

Stiglitz 2006







